
The Estonian Land Board
is a government agency under the jurisdiction 
of the Ministry of the Environment that participates 
actively in the development and implementation 
of national land policy, provides the society with 
up-to-date land-related information and guarantees 
the availability and fi tness for use of spatial data.

Land Cadastre
The Land Cadastre is a dataset, which contains data on cadastral parcels 
and restrictions on the use of parcels as well as data on boundaries of 
administrative and settlement units. The Land Board is the cadastral registrar. 
For the maintenance of cadastre, e-Cadastre software is used.
 Cadastral data are available in the Land Board’s geoportal. In the geoportal it is also 
possible to compile statistics on the land registered in the cadastre by the number and 
area of cadastral parcels, by land cover and use types of cadastral parcels, intended 
use, etc.
 Cadastral documents are stored in the cadastral archive. E-Cadastre software 
enables to maintain also a digital archive.
 Land surveyors can use the Virtual Offi ce of e-Cadastre, where they can apply for 
initial tasks, view data of adjacent parcels, upload and forward to the registrar survey 
results, digitally signed documents, etc. The Virtual Offi ce is of great use also for the 
public sector.

Spatial Data
(Geo)spatial data represent the location, size and shape of an object, such as a 
building, lake, mountain or town by numerical values in a geographic coordinate 
system. The data are needed in areas like planning, logistics, transportation, 
military, statistics, health care, environment protection, etc., and they can be 
delivered to the users either via maps or web services.

The Land Board:
• coordinates and develops the spatial data infrastructure (SDI), which is based 
 on the National Geodetic System, the Address Data System and the 
 National Topographic Database;
• provides high-quality spatial data, maps and services;
• is the contact point to the European Commission regarding INSPIRE, 
 and participates in the development of the European SDI.

Geological Data
Geological data are used in areas like environmental protection, extraction of 
mineral resources and planning of new buildings and structures. New geological 
data are usually acquired from the drill-cores bored during geological mapping 
and other geological studies.

The Land Board:
• manages the geological mapping of Estonia, distributes information 
 about the structure of the Earth’s crust and mineral resources;
• manages the Estonian Data Bank of Engineering Geology and the records 
 of mineral resources of the Environmental Register;
• coordinates county plans, comprehensive and detail plans in cases 
 when planning areas overlap with mineral deposits;
• compiles the annual balance of the Estonian mineral resources.

The Land Board is a national competency 
centre in land related matters
Land Reform in Estonia
After Estonia regained independence a decision was made to gradually trans-
form relations based on state ownership of land into relations primarily based 
on private ownership of land. For that purpose, land reform was initiated in 1991 
with the enforcement of the Land Reform Act.

One of the objectives of land reform is to return the land unlawfully expropriated 
during the Soviet occupation (since 1940) to its former owners or their legal 
successors, or compensate them therefor. In land, reform land is also transferred 
into the ownership of persons in private law, legal persons in public law 
or local governments, and land to be retained in state ownership is determined.
Land reform is carried out by the Government of the Republic through the Land Board, 
by the county governors and local governments.

The Land Board:
• participates in the legislative process concerning land reform;
• consults, trains and monitors institutions conducting land reform;
• ascertains the land suitable for inclusion into state land reserves;
• prepares the retention of land in state ownership and transfer of land 
 into municipal ownership;
• organises state fi nancing upon return of land;
• provides explanations on the implementation of legislation related to land reform;
• participates in the settlement of disputes concerning land reform.

Land Board
Address: Mustamäe tee 51, 10621 Tallinn
Phone: +372 665 0600, Fax: +372 665 0604, E-mail: maaamet@maaamet.ee

Websites:
www.maaamet.ee
geoportaal.maaamet.ee
inspire.maaamet.ee
xgis.maaamet.ee

Director General is Tambet Tiits. 
Deputy Directors General are Anne Toom and Urmas Männama.

The Land Board checks the quality of cadastral surveys made by licensed surveyors and 
performs control surveys of cadastral parcels.
Photo: Sometimes you have to search for a boundary marker in deep snow.

Administration and Planning of State Land
One of the Land Board’s activities is the management of state-owned land 
that is under the administration of the Ministry of the Environment.

The Land Board:
• analyses and organises the use of state land reserve;
• sells and authorizes the use of land through public auctions; 
• arranges the maintenance of lands, and transfers land to other ministries;
• encumbers land with limited real rights; 
• acquires lands under nature protection restrictions;
• transfers land to and authorizes its use for local governments, 
 non-profi t organisations, foundations, etc.;
• rents out land for extraction of mineral resources;

Under the administration of the Ministry of the Environment there are over 1.5 million ha 
of land (88% of all state land), of which the Land Board manages more than 120 000 ha. 
The Land Board also sells and authorizes the use of state land by means of public 
auctions using an electronic auction environment for that purpose. Participation in 
auction is open to all persons considering the restrictions provided in law. State-owned 
land can be purchased by both Estonian and foreign citizens and companies, unless there 
are restrictions set out in the Restrictions on Acquisition of Immovables Act.

Land Valuation and Real Estate Market
Land valuation is a procedure with which the value of land is determined 
for the purposes of land transactions, investments, taxation, compensation 
and land management (planning).

The Land Board:
• maintains the Estonian Transactions Database, which contains data 
 starting from 1996;
• provides the public with information about the real estate market;
• makes preparations for land assessment;
• solves land valuation related disputes;
• manages the map of land quality and valuation;
• manages the Land Tax Information System through which local governments 
 obtain authoritative data that are needed for land tax calculation.

Topographic Data
The Estonian Topographic Database (ETD), in which spatial data is managed 
and its production organised, contains source datasets, a vector core database, 
elevation data, orthophotos and maps. The creation of ETD was initiated in order 
to meet the Land Board’s goal to produce up-to-date and high quality spatial 
(topographic) data and to provide society with different maps and spatial data 
products.
 The Land Board provides topographic data for other registers maintained by 
state or local agencies. The Land Board produces digital and hard copy topographic, 
administrative and settlement maps, etc. at many different scales and formats. 
Topographic data and maps are used in many spheres of activity including land 
management, environmental protection, emergency services, etc.

The Land Board:
• maintains and develops the ETD;
• updates topographic data and produces maps;
• provides data and maintains interoperability with other national databases.

By the initiative of the Land Board and within the framework of the Estonian-Swiss 
Cooperation Programme, 27 permanent stations of GNSS network have been established. 
These stations operate continuously and provide corrections for precise positioning.
Photo: Installation of a permanent station

Address Data and Place Names
Address data is an essential part of infrastructure as addresses defi ne the 
locations of objects. All address data in Estonia is available as open data. 
Addresses are shown in the offi cial Estonian Address Data System (ADS) format, 
which contains about 2.4 million address objects including approximately 
1.1 million buildings, 0.6 million apartments and 0.7 million cadastral parcels.

There are over 900 mineral deposits in Estonia. The fi gure above depicts 
the mineral deposits in Estonia in 2016.

Geodetic Data
In the fi eld of geodesy, the Land Board is responsible for planning and 
co-ordinating the works necessary for the development of national and local 
networks as well as for the creation of the geodetic database.

Address data can be discovered and searched through the public service of the Address 
Data System. It also provides address normalisation and geolocation services.

ADS has its own application programming interface (API), which is called In-ADS. 
This can be easily integrated into any website or web service and prioritises search 
results. Also the option of adding a map is provided. The In-ADS service is available 
at http://inaadress.maaamet.ee/inaadress/.
 Address Data Geocoding Service allows different input parameters to be chosen 
for batch geocoding and the results can be saved in a variety of fi le types.
The Geocoding Service is available at http://inaadress.maaamet.ee/geocoder/.

The Land Board has also been authorized to maintain the Place Names Register. 
The Place Names Register (PNR) is a national register, which is aimed to collect 
and register Estonian geographical place names for preserving these as national 
heritages as well as for using them in different information systems.
The Place Names Register is available at http://xgis.maaamet.ee/knravalik/knr.

Use of Spatial Data

As of the 1st of July 2016, the land reform had been completed on 97.6% of Estonia’s 
territory and more than 671 000 cadastral parcels had been entered into the land 
cadastre. The land reform has created a real estate market, which is of great importance 
for the economic development of the country.

The Land Board is the national contact point for INSPIRE and is 
responsible for the development of the Estonian Geoportal 
(inspire.maaamet.ee/home). The Estonian Geoportal is a part of the 
Estonian SDI, which ensures that different spatial data meet certain 
requirements and are available via harmonized services.

The Land Board is the biggest 
spatial data provider in Estonia

Maps and web map services are available on the web page 
http://geoportaal.maaamet.ee/eng

The National Application Service Environment (X-GIS) contains 
more than 30 different thematic map applications. 
 Users can choose between land information and restrictions, state land sales, 
historical map collection, geological data, hereditary culture, and many other 
applications and at the same time view the data on top of different backdrop maps 
(hybrid map, orthophotos, relief map, Estonian Basic Map).
 Public Web Map Service (WMS) is a service for displaying spatially referenced data 
in GIS/CAD environment, or it can be used for integrating location content into 
different portals and applications (peatus.ee, e-PRIA, Google Earth, etc.). The service 
is for public use, free of charge and includes most of the Land Board’s spatial data. 

The Land Board:
• drafts legal acts, specifi cations and manuals regulating the fi eld of geodesy;
• develops long-term strategic plans and programmes in the fi eld of geodesy;
• organises the construction and reconstruction of national geodetic networks:
• organises the construction and reconstruction of local geodetic networks;
• maintains the geodetic database and makes the data accessible to the public;
• is responsible for the administration and protection of geodetic marks.

The quality and accuracy of address data in Estonia is quaranteed by local governments.

The Land Board:
• manages, organises and coordinates the maintenance of the Address Data System
 (ADS);
• ensures the compatibility of ADS with other national datasets 
 and information systems

The Land Board serves customers both in its local offi ces in counties as well as in the 
main building in Tallinn.

International Cooperation
The Land Board is a recognised cooperation partner in the fi elds of cartography, 
geodesy and geoinformatics, and represents Estonia in several international 
organisations.

The Land Board:
• is the national contact point for the European Commission in spatial data 
 related issues;
• is designated as the operator of the national mirror site and will be responsible 
 for processing of Sentinel satellite data;
• is a member in EuroGeographics – the Association of National Mapping, 
 Land Registry and Cadastral Agencies;
• is a data provider for the pan-European datasets EuroGlobalMap, EuroRegionalMap, 
 EuroBoundaryMap and EuroDEM compiled by EuroGeographics;
• is a member in the Permanent Committee on Cadastre in the European Union;
• represents Estonia in the European Regional Committee of the United Nations 
 Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management;
• represents Estonia in the Struve Geodetic Arc Coordinating Committee. 
 The Struve Geodetic Arc passes through 10 countries and is inscribed on the
 UNESCO World Heritage List;
• has bilateral cooperation with its sister organisations in Finland and other Nordic 
 and Baltic countries.

• represents the state’s interests in planning procedures, makes proposals on 
 planning of state-owned lands in the process of comprehensive and detail planning;
• arranges the ordering of detail plans for state-owned lands.

Statistics on real property transactions and prices are available at 
http://www.maaamet.ee/kinnisvara/htraru/FilterUI.aspx. Since 1996 
over 700 000 transactions have been executed in Estonia.

New aerial photographs and LIDAR data are captured over half of Estonia’s territory every 
year to support spatial data updating and map production.

The Address Data System has been developed into a framework for organisational, 
technical and legal tools that provide unambiguous identifi cation of address objects, 
in terms of both their location and within different databases. Offi cial addresses must 
be used by all national registers, but this data is used also by private sector, e.g. by the 
company HERE on its GPS maps.

• all spatial data can be viewed and searched free of charge either through discovery
 and view services (inspire.maaamet.ee) or the public map server (xgis.maaamet.ee); 
• administrative boundaries, place names, address data, geological base map, 
 soil map and map sheet indexes are open data free for download, attribution to the 
 Land Board is required;
• data of the Estonian Topographic Database, the Estonian Basic Map, orthophotos
 and elevation data are available as licensed data.


